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The botanical collections of Columbia College have been 
accumulating sinee about the year 1820, a few specimens 
indeed bearing still earlier dates. These oldest were among 


the nucleus 
onnection 


the hist plants cöllected bv Dr. Torrey, and were tl 
ol the Torrey herbarium. Düring L)r. Torreys c 
with the College, from 1860 to his death. in 1874, specimens 
accumulated very rapidlv, but were nearly all classitied bv 
him and mounted linder his direction. In 1874 ^ ie ver y 
extensive Collection of the late Professor Meisner. of Basle, 
Switzerland, specially rieh in South American, Asiatic and 
Australian species. and supplementing the Torrey herbarium 
to a remarkable degree, together with the herbarium of Dr. 
A. W. Chapman, of Florida, containing nearly all species 
described in the “ Flora of the Southern United States,' were 


purchased bv Mr. John J. Crooke, of New York, and pre- 
sented to the College. At this time and until about three years 
ago the collections were under the care of Mr. P. V. LeRov, 
who acted as curator. Nearly all his time was spent 

sner herbaria, ana other 


in 


mounting 


the Chapman and 



specimens obtained through purchase or exchange. About 
two years sinee the personal bryological collection of the late 
Mr. C. F. Austin was purchased. It contains all of Austin s 
tvpes of mosses and some of his Hepaticaj, though unfortun- 


ately the bulk of his hepatological material was allowed to 
leave the countr)'. 

I ntil the autumn of 1878 the College herbarium was located 
in a building on Madison avenue, which was occupied also 
bv several of the professors. This was at tliat time torn down 
and replaced by a new building erected for the department 
of arts, and the botanical collections were transferred to 
another old building, where they remained until last autumn. 
Neither of these ancient edirices were tire-proof. Indeed, it 
was well known tliat nothing could save thern in caseoflire, 
and the utmöst anxiety was lelt by those who had the preser- 
vation of the vast botanical collections at heart. 

On the completion. last year, of the new library building, 
one of its roorns was assigned to the botanical department. 

Its furniture was completed in November last, and the task 
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! Read before the Botanical Club of the A. A. A. S,, Bullalo meeting, 18 ^». 
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It isolates the 


owwii luöaj nun uu& luö jjuoiLion wiii ue nnai. it isoiates tne 
plaöts from the other natural history collections in the museuni 
building on Kourth avenue, and when this shall have been 
extended it may be deemed wise to deposit the herbaria in 
the extension, and thus bring them close to the muscums ot 
geolog) and pabeontologv containing IVofessor Newberry s 

llTirn^n^P mllpp+iAne in t-* r. r . r IM _ i 1* „ • 


:.—««WM«.» ui j/<M«ru-uuiiiuj. I'lie present disposi» 

tioti makes them absolutely secure Irom fire, wliicli is a source 
oi great satisfaction. 

The room now devoted to the botanical collections is sixty 
teet long, twenty-two ieet vvide, and sixteen feet in height. 
t is li^hted by day through large, high Windows at each end. 
\ t e incandescent electric light during evenings and gloomy 
weather, being an expansion of the System used throughout 
t u i )iai v and law school. 1 be herbarium mav be consulted 

nvening throughout the year excepting 
collections, comprising the Torrev, Meisner, 

prkarto a _ & , J 


tili io o’clock e\ 

Sundays. The 
and Chapman 1: 
cellaneous mate 


ooo mounted sheets, 
ooo species, of wliicli some 6.000 


^ ^ ui VV 1 IILI 1 

1 *y r yP ogams. To accommodate them are 174 running l'eet 

frrf’ Ven ^' e ,^ so thatany specimen mav he reached 

le i- °°‘ a s tep-ladder. The cases are of pol- 

ri**iÄ ^ ß^ished and varnished. Each has 

.1 J 5 ' tl ,' e ,*? a ^ s c °[ )1 . s °pening the entire height, secured bv 

qr !fe ks 0c i k and httin ^ ver y closely to exclucle dust. There 
»:; ght i co - partrnent s to a case, each six inches in 
uj- ! i n , c eal : se Pj ira ted verticallv and laterallv by one- 

of room r • b .° ards -- , This h «8'« Kives the -rentest economy 

of ' 8 t .? c h"S the <«eci>ens »ithout (eal 


rind ^ha^^v? leIn i’ 1 ^11 there are i ,728 compartments. I 
about comfortably accommodate 


r ihont t-a^ .1 1 0 VV1JA comiortaDiv acconimociaie 

and the 5 present easM e ontr ClU f- ng gCnuS and s P ecies covers ’ 

260 ooo • 1 1 u on oshmate provide space for about 

herbarium rpm ^ o r .°wding, about 300,000. Should the 
there is sn irp . ain in l his room and outgrow this nuinber, 

numher nf in the U ^ er P** of the r 
are strono- pnm S ’, C ° r n s 11 \ l ^ 1 ed on l hose nov- in place, wmci 

arranirement thp ° F 1 l,S arran gement. ln the botanica 

g « the sequence of Orders and genera of Phanero 
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room for an equal 

place, whicl 
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gamia strictlv follovvsthat of Bentham and Hooker’s •'Genera 


Fl 


> ? 


The arrangement ot' species is geographical. 


and all the American ones are put in special genus and spe¬ 
cies covers and placed alphabetically. It there are speci- 
mens of plants native or naturalized in America, irom other 
regions, they are put in the same cover as the American speci- 
mens for comparison. American genera ot more than tour 
species are given species covers and the genus cover dis- 
pensed with ; genera of four or a less number ot species are 
placed in a single genus cover. It may be objected that the 
alphabetical arrangement is unscientitic, as it destroys natural 
relationships, but the advantage ot easy reference overbal- 
ances this disadvantage, and while studying a genus it is a 
small undertaking to group the species temporarily in anv 
desired order. The arrangement ot genera ot the crypto- 
gamous groups is also alphabetical, and the American species 
are similarlv distributed. Each second or third compartment 
is supplied with a pasteboard cover, hinged so as to drop 
down over the exposed ends ot the sheets. To this is attached 
the name ot the order, printed in large, black letters, and the 
names of genera to be found in the compartments. As the 
fronts of the cases are glass, it may be seen exactly where 
any genus is located betöre opening the door. Atter mucli 
hesitation it has been determined to unite all the separate col- 
lections into a single great botanical series. I bis brings all 
the specimens of a kind together, and appears to be the most 
advantageous arrangement. i\.s it is important, however, to 
know the origin of each specimen, each slieet is appropriately 
stamped, and the Torrey herbarium, in particular, is carefully 

identitied. 

The botanical library is placed around the walls at one 

end of the room : it comprises about 2,000 bound volumes 

and an equal number of pamphlets, and is rapidly increasing 

“ * . .. American 


in 


bulk. 


Books on general Science, such as the 


o/S 


but can be obtained in live minutes through the aid ot a tele- 
phone, a page and an elevator. 


W 


laneous botanical material, microscopical preparations, etc., 
are placed in drawers or in wall cases. Large working tables 
in each end of the room complete the equipment. 


